Lidocaine, mexiletine and propafenone in the treatment of arrhythmias complicating myocardial infarction. A case report.
We describe a case of acute myocardial infarction complicated by atrial and ventricular arrhythmias in which it was possible to verify the effectiveness of lidocaine, mexiletine and propafenone. Intravenous administration of mexiletine was ineffective both on atrial and ventricular rhythm disturbances. The lidocaine therapy reduced ventricular ectopic frequency, but did not prevent the appearance of several paroxysms of atrial fibrillation. Intravenous infusion of propafenone, 11 micrograms/kg per min, after a 1 mg/kg i.v. bolus, immediately and completely suppressed atrial arrhythmias. The increase in infusion rate up to 22 micrograms/kg per min also suppressed ventricular ectopy. This dosage of propafenone did not provoke serious adverse effects in our patient.